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2006 Nebraska Foothall Spring Notehook

Huskers Set for Month of Spring Drills

The Nebraska football team began its 2005 spring practice session on Wednesday,
March 22, with the first of 15 practices. In the opening week of practice, the Huskers
work out on Wednesday, Friday and Saturday. In week two, Nebraska practices on
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday, including an early-morning workout
on Thursday, March 30.

Week three of spring ball is highlighted by the annual spring coaches clinic and
and the Huskers will work out on Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday. During the
final week of spring practice, the Huskers will practice on Monday and Wednesday,
before a final tune-up for the Red-White game on the morning of Thursday, April
13. The Red-White Spring Game is set for a 12:30 p.m. kickoff on Saturday, April
15 at Memorial Stadium.

Nebraska Head Coach Bill Callahan welcomes back 16 starters from a team
that finished 8-4 in 2005. The Husker offense returns eight starters, with seven
Blackshirts returning to duty in 2006, along with sophomore place-kicker Jordan
Congdon.

Callahan has stressed the importance of spring practice, noting that it is the
second step in a four-part process to prepare for the upcoming season. The first step
in that process was completed with an outstanding winter conditioning session.

"Winter conditioning constitutes 25 percent of our preparation for the season,"
Callahan said. "Spring football is another 25 percent, and then we will move forward
into summer condition and eventually training camp. Right now, we are building
the team. We are building the camaraderie and the consistency of the team through
each of these periods prior to the regular season."

The 15-practice spring session will be key to helping Nebraska prepare for a
2006 schedule that includes sixteams who participated in bowl games in 2005. The
schedule is highlighted by matchups against both USC and Texas—the participants
in last year's national championship Rose Bowl contest.

Callahan said the time during spring is condensed, but still a great opportunity
to develop players.

"You have 12 practices in full pads," Callahan said. "We really try to maximize
those practices. It is a great teaching platform for us as a coaching staff and great
education for our players."

After Nebraska opens the season with home games against Louisiana Tech (Sept.
2) and Nicholls State (Sept. 9), the Huskers will travel to Los Angeles to take on
USC on Sept. 16, before completing non-conference action against Troy on Sept.
23 in Lincoln.

The Big 12 slate opens with a Sept. 30 home date against Kansas, and is
highlighted by visits from defending national champion Texas on Oct. 21 and two-
time defending North Division champion Colorado on Nov. 24. In addition to USC
and Texas, 2006 opponents who played in a bowl game last year include Kansas,
lowa State, Missouri and Colorado.

Huskers Expect Another Large Spring Game Crowd
Nebraska will conclude spring drills with the annual Red-White Spring Game
at Memorial Stadium on Saturday, April 15. Kickoff for the contest is set for 12:30
p.m.
In the latest example of the

loyalty of Nebraska fans, another
large crowd is expected for the
Red-White game. Over the past
two years, a combined 124,833
fans have attended the Husker
Red-White game. Two seasons
ago, 61,417 fanscameto Memorial
Stadium forthe unofficial beginning
oftheBill Callahanera. Ayear later,
the Red-White game attracted an
even larger crowd with 63,416 fans
in attendance.

The crowd for the 2006 game
will not be as large as the past two
seasons. Continuing construction at
the north end of Memorial Stadium
will limit capacity for this year's
spring game to 57,000 fans. As of
March 20, Nebraska had already

Husker Spring Schedule
Week 1-March 22, 24, 25

Week 2—March 27, 29, 30, April 1
Week 3—April 3,5, 7, 8

Week 4-April 10, 12, 13, 15

Spring Coaches Clinic
Friday-Saturday, April 7-8

Featured Speaker: Tampa Bay Buccaneers

Head Coach Jon Gruden

Red-White Spring Game
Saturday, April 15, 12:30 p.m.

Tentative Fall Schedule
Thursday, Aug. 3—First Practice

Saturday, Aug. 19-Fan Day, Memorial Stadium

Monday, Aug. 21-First Day of Classes

Saturday, Sept. 2-Season Opener vs. La. Tech

sold approximately 17,000 advance tickets.

Husker fans are encouraged to buy their tickets for the Spring Game on-line at

Huskers.com. They can also purchase tickets by calling the Nebraska Athletic Ticket
Office at 1-800-8-BIG RED. Club-level seating in West Stadium is available for $10,
with general admission tickets available for $5 for adults, and $3 for youth (high
school and under) and seniors (60 and over).

UNLstudents, faculty and staff will be admitted free with their UNL identification.
Children six and under are also free, as are all youth willing to take a Drug Free
pledge on the Memorial Stadium FieldTurf at halftime.

Like home football Saturdays in the fall, the Husker Nation Pavilion will be
available for Husker fans at the spring game, but will be located on Stadium Drive,
west of Memorial Stadium.

The Red-White Spring Gameis part of an action-packed day of Nebraska athletics
on April 15. The Nebraska baseball team will cap its three-game series with Texas
A&M with a 3 p.m. first pitch at Hawks Field, while the softball team will take on
Baylor at 1 p.m. at Bowlin Stadium. The Husker track and field squad will play host
tothe Nebraska Invitational, beginning at 11 a.m., while Nebraska's volleyball team
with play an afternoon exhibition match against Creighton at the Coliseum.

Veteran Big 12 Assistant Watson Joins NU Staff

Nebraska's coaching staff had one change in the full-time assistant coaching
ranks during the off-season, as well as the addition of two new graduate assistant
coaches. The full-time opening was created when Scott Downing left the Husker
staff to become the head coach at Northern Colorado.

Callahan found Downing's replacement in the state of Colorado with Shawn
Watson, who had been on the Colorado staff for seven seasons, including the past
six as offensive coordinator. Overall, Watson has 24 years of college coaching
experience, including a three-year stint as head coach at Southern lllinois from
1994 t0 1996. Watson and Callahan have worked together in the past. The two spent
four seasons on the same staff at the University of Illinois from 1983 to 1986. In
addition to lllinois (1983-86) and Colorado (1999-2005), Watson also has assistant
coaching experience at Miami (Ohio) (1987-93) and Northwestern (1997-98).

Watson will coach Nebraska's tight ends and will also serve as the Huskers'
recruiting coordinator.

Callahan also added a pair of new graduate assistants to the 2006 Husker
coaching staff. Keith Heckendorf will serve as a graduate assistant on offense after
oneyearas avideointernforthe Huskers in 2005. Heckendorf was a record-breaking
quarterback at St. Cloud State University before joining the Husker program. Jon
Osterhout is NU's new defensive graduate assistant and comes to Lincoln from
Sacramento State where he was an assistant coach for the past five seasons,
including the last four as defensive line coach.

Heckendorf and Osterhout joined the staff following the departure of Angus
McClure and Aaron Stamn, who were both hired as full-time assistants on the
Buffalo University staff of former Husker assistant coach Turner Gill.

Position, Terminology Changes

Nebraska will again experiment with several position switches during spring
practice. The majority of the changes are minor, and intended to add depth at
several spots.

The position changes for spring football include...

» Tierre Green who started seven games at cornerback in 2005 will line up
at strong safety during spring ball. Green first made the switch during Nebraska's
Alamo Bowl preparations.

» Junior Dan Erickson will see time in the Nebraska secondary as a safety
this spring. Erickson will also continue to work as a wide receiver, where he played
in 10 games last season.

» Jordan Adams will shift from quarterback to the safety position. A junior,
Adams has not seen action at quarterback during the past two seasons.

» Redshirt freshman Craig Roark will be primarily on the defensive line this
spring. Roark redshirted last fall and served on NU's scout team offensive line.

» Leon Jackson will be among the players in the mix for playing time at
I-back. Jackson began his Nebraska career as an I-back, moved to the secondary
during 2005 fall camp, then was tried at receiver during pre-bowl practices.

Callahan also mentioned that spring will be a key time for testing offensive
linemen at different positions and working some defensive ends at the interior
defensive line positions. Several members of the Husker secondary also have the
versatility to play cornerback and safety and will see multiple duty in the spring.



Three Signees Join Huskers at Semester

The Nebraska football team will open spring ball with a 98-man roster, that
includes three scholarship players who joined the program at the semester.

On offense, Nebraska added a pair of offensive linemen who will compete for
playing time in the spring, and a talented wide receiver. California native Jacoh
Hickman originally signed with the Huskers in the class of 2005, but delayed his
enrollment in school until January. Hickman will begin spring drills at the center
spot. Victory Haines signed with Nebraska during the early junior college signing
period in December. The 6-7, 285-pound Haines comes to Nebraska from Snow
College in Utah and is expected to compete for playing time in 2006.

The final scholarship addition for spring practice is wide receiver Tyrell Spain.
Like Hickman, Spain signed with Nebraska as part of the 2005 recruiting class, but
did not join the program until January. The 6-3, 190-pound Spain had two standout
seasons at Mesa College in San Diego.

NU to Welcome Another Talented Group of Recruits in Fall

The three players joining the Huskers at semester are part of an impressive
2006 Nebraska recruiting class. Nebraska addressed several key areas during
the recruiting process, with a focus on the offensive line, receiving corps and
secondary.

Including Haines and Hickman who are part of the 2006 spring roster, the
Huskers added seven scholarship offensive linemen during the recruiting process.
A pair of those players are in-state products in Omaha prep standout Ricky Henry
(Omaha Burke) and D.J. Jones (Omaha Central). Nebraska also added two other
prep linemen and junior college standout Carl Nicks.

The Husker receiving corps received an infusion of talent and size. Including
Tyrell Spain, Nebraska added four wideouts in the 2006 class, all standing 6-3
or taller. The Huskers' also added significant depth in the defensive backfield, by
adding five talented athletes. Four of the players come to Nebraska from the state
of California, including junior college standout Andre Jones, while Corey Young
joins the NU program from Nebraska prep powerhouse Millard North.

Overall, Nebraska's 2006 class included 24 student-athletes. The class includes
players from 10 states, led by eight players from California and four in-state
products. Full bio information on Nebraska's 2006 class is available on pages
30-34 of the spring prospectus.

Huskers Look to Continue Offensive Surge in 2006

Nebraska capped the 2005 season with three straight victories to finish with an
8-4 overall mark. The Huskers closed the season with a 32-28 victory over Michigan
in the MasterCard Alamo Bowl.

The late-season success came in large part due to offensive efficiency. The
Huskers operated Bill Callahan's West Coast Offense with precision down the
stretch leading to a great deal of optimism heading into the third year of the
offensive system.

Quarterback Zac Taylor connected on seven touchdown passes in the season's
final three games, including a season-high three touchdowns in the Alamo Bowl
victory. In the previous game, Taylor dissected the Colorado defense in a 30-3 win
in Boulder, connecting on 27-0f-43 passes for 392 yards and two touchdowns.

For the season, Nebraska set a school-record with 2,692 passing yards, an
average of 224.3 yards per game. The Huskers had the top two passing days in
school history with 431 yards in a double-overtime victory over lowa State and the
392 yards at Colorado.

In Big 12 Conference play, Nebraska was among the league's best teams through
the air. The Huskers averaged 265.8 yards passing per game to rank second only
to national passing leader Texas Tech. The Huskers threw for more than 225 yards
in six of eight conference games and Taylor connected on 16 touchdown passes
during league play.

While Callahan hopes Nebraska continues to become more efficient in the passing
game, he also has stated the importance of a strong rushing attack this fall. The
Huskers were balanced in their 2005 play selection with 444 passes and 420 rushes,
but Nebraska gained just 96.0 yards per game on the ground, as opposed to 224.3
per game in passing yards.

" want us to be a better running team," Callahan said. "If you look at the total
attempts in the running game between 2004 and 2005, there was not a large
discrepancy, but the overall production was not the same. We were not very far
away. There wasn't a massive breakdown. We just need to focus in on particular
techniques and we can make large improvement in that area."

Nebraska also made good progress in 2005 in the turnover department. After
committing 33 turnovers in 11 games in 2004, the Huskers took better care of the
foothall during the 2005 campaign. For the season, Nebraska lost 24 turnovers,
and had one or fewer turnovers in six games.

» Taylor posted the top two single- | Player, Year Yards
game passing totals in school history | 1. Zac Taylor, 2005 2,653
with 431 yards against lowa State and | 2. Dave Humm, 1972 2,074
392 yards at Colorado. All four 300-yard | 3- Vince Ferragamo, 1976 2,071
passing days in Nebraska history have | 4-Joe Dailey, 2004 2,024
come in Bill Callahan's two seasons as | - Jern Tagge, 1971 2,019
head coach. :

» The 19 touchdown passes by Llleab::liz(;s[lareer Passing Yards
Taylor were the most by a Husker _L'_l. Dave Humm. 1972-74 5035
quarterback in 16 seasons and just 2. Jerry Tagge 1969-71 470
one shy of the school record of 20 | 3 fic CroucH,1998-2001 4:481
touchdown passes by Vince Ferragamo | 4 Tommie Frazier, 1992-95 3,521
in 1976. 5. Turner Gill, 1980-83 3317

» Taylor set numerous other school | 6. Vince Ferragamo, 1975-76 3,224
records, including most pass attempts | 7. Jammal Lord, 2000-03 2,848
(55) and completions (36) in a game, | 8. Steve Taylor, 1985-88 2,815
and most passing attempts (430) and | 9. Scott Frost, 1996-97 2,677

completions (237) in a season.

season, but exploded at the start
of conference play. He nabbed five | Nebraska Season Receptions
receptions against lowa State, then | Player, Year

had consecutive nine-reception efforts | 1.Johnny Rodgers, 1972 55
against Missouri and Oklahoma. He | 2.Johnny Rodgers, 1971 53
finished the season with 45 receptions | 3. Nate Swift, 2005 45
for 641 yards and seven touchdowns, all | 4- Terrence Nunn, 2003 43
Husker freshman records. His 45 catches | Cory Ross, 2005 43

were the most by a Nebraska player in
33 seasons and the third-most ever by

a Husker.
. . 1. Johnny Rodgers, 1970-72 143
Nunn was Nebraska's most consistent | 5"\, 4 gavisfn, 1997-2000 9%
receiver in 2005. The Houston native | ..
caught at least one passinall 12 games | 10. Todd Brown, 1980-82 65
of his sophomore season, with nine | 11.Ross Pilkington, 2002-04 63
games with three or more receptions. Like | 12. Abdul Muhammad, 1991-94 61
Swift, Nunn also caught seven touchdown | Jerry List, 1970-72 61

passes from Taylor, including a pair of TD
receptions in the Alamo Bowl. Overall,
Nunn had 43 receptions to tie for fourth
on the NU single-season receptions list | ...
with former teammate Cory Ross, who | 29. Nate Swift, 2005-present 45
caught an NU running back record 43
passes in 2005.
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Taylor Looks to Continue Assault on Passing Record Book

Nebraska senior quarterback Zac Taylor entered spring practice with a

significantly different outlook than a year ago. Last season Taylor had just
transferred from Butler Community College, and was learning the Husker offense
and pushing for playing time during the spring. A year later, Taylor is coming off
the top passing season in school history and looking to guide the Huskers to more
success in 2006.

Among the top accomplishments for the 6-2, 210-pounder in 2005 were...
» Taylor's 2,653 passing yards established a Nebraska single-season record,

shattering the previous single-season NU record of 2,074 yards by Dave Humm in
1972. Taylor's passing total marked just the fifth time in school history a quarterback
had passed for more than 2,000 yards in
a single season.

Nebraska Season Passing

10. Zac Taylor, 2005-present 2,653

Taylor's 2,653 passing yards entering

his senior season places him 10th on the Husker career passing yardage list. If
Taylor were to duplicate his 2005 passing yardage total, he would break the school
career passing record of 5,035 yards set by Dave Humm from 1972 to 1974.

Receiving Tandem Looks for Another Big Season

The record-setting passing season for Nebraska resulted in big receiving numbers

for several Huskers, including wideouts Terrence Nunn and Nate Swift. The duo
combined for 88 receptions, 1,136 receiving yards and 14 touchdowns. In the
process, both Nunn and Swift finished in the top five on Nebraska's single-season
receptions list.

Swift did not catch a pass in the first three games of his redshirt freshman

Receptions

Nebraska Career Receptions
Player, Years Receptions

Dennis Richnafsky, 1965-67 61
15. Terrence Nunn, 2004-present 59

20 Matt Herian, 2002-present 53

Grant Mulkey, 2003-present 45

Nunn and Swift enter the 2006 campaign poised to make big jumps on the Husker

career receiving charts. Nunn has 59 catches in his first two seasons and ranks 15th
on the NU career receptions list. He is just six catches from the top 10, 13 from the
top five and 34 catches from second place on the Husker receptions list.
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After just one season in a Husker uniform, Swift ranks in a tie for 29th in school
history with 45 catches. The 2005 season marked the first time in school history
that three players had caught 40 or more passes in the same season.

NU Hopeful Healthy Herian to Provide Another Receiving Option

Nebraska senior tight end Matt Herian is expected to be back on the practice
field this spring after missing all of last season while recovering from a broken
leg. Herian broke his leg against Missouri late in the 2004 season, and has not
seen action since that game.

The 6-5, 240-pound Herian could provide Nebraska with another major receiving
threat. Herian caught 24 passes for 308 yards and three touchdowns in 2004,
despite playing in just eight games. Herian has been a big-play threat for the
Huskers throughout his career. The Pierce, Neb., native has 13 receptions of 28
yards or more and averages 20.6 yards per reception in his career.

Herian is in position to re-write the NU record book for tight ends. With 53
receptions, he is just eight catches shy of the school record for catches by a tight
end, held by Jerry List who had 61 catches from 1970 to 1972. Herian's 1,093 career
receiving yards are just 57 yards shy of Tracey Wistrom's career tight end receiving
yardage record of 1,150 yards, while his 10 touchdowns are four short of the NU
school record for TD catches by a tight end.

Blackshirt "Sack Attack" Hopes for Encore in 2006

The Nebraska defense was a greatly improved unit in 2005, finishing in the
top 30 nationally in total defense, rushing defense, scoring defense and pass
efficiency defense. A major part of the success of the Blackshirt defense was the
pressure it applied to opposing quarterbacks. The Huskers finished the season
with 50 sacks, a figure that lead the nation and ranked as the second-most sacks
in school history.

The Huskers return several of the defenders who applied that pressure to the
quarterback, including 2005 team sack leader Adam Carriker who finished the
season with 9.5 sacks. Also returning among the 2005 sack leaders are junior
middle linebacker Corey McKeon who had seven sacks last season and defensive
end Barry Turner who racked up six sacks as a true freshman and earned first-team
freshman All-America honors.

Overall, Nebraska returns players who accounted for 34.5 of the 50 sacks in the
2005 season. The most sacks Nebraska has recorded over the course of back-to-back
seasons is 93 sacks in the 1984 (44) and 1985 (49) campaigns.

Callahan's Huskers Continue to Perform in Classroom

Nebraska returned to the post-season in 2005, and also continued to score big
in the classroom. The Husker football program continued its long-standing tradition
of academic excellence and honors last fall. Nebraska juniors Kurt Mann and Dane
Todd were the latest Huskers to earn CoSIDA Academic All-America honors.

Mann, a two-year starter at center for Nebraska, carries a 3.97 cumulative
grade-point average in mechanized systems management. A native of Lincoln,
Todd owns a perfect 4.0 grade-point average after seven semesters in biological
sciences. Mann and Todd were two of just nine juniors on the first-team academic
All-America list and Nebraska was one of only three schools with a pair of first-
team selections. Both Mann and Todd continue to excel in the classroom, and are
expected to earn their bachelor's degrees this May, completing their undergraduate
work in four years.

The selection of the two Nebraska student-athletes gave the Husker football
program 85 all-time academic All-Americans, a nation-leading total. The Husker
athletics program as a whole also leads the nation with 226 academic All-America
selections across all teams and all sports.

Nebraska also placed 31 players on the Big 12 Commissioner's Fall Academic
Honor Roll last semester. The honor roll recognizes all student-athletes who earned
a 3.0 grade-point average or better in the previous semester. In addition, 22 Huskers
were named to the academic All-Big 12 squad last fall. Fifteen Huskers were named
to the first-team, while another seven players earned second-team honors.

The Head Coach

Nebraska Head Coach Bill Callahan

Coach Bill Callahan (lllinois Benedictine, 1978) became the 27th head coach
in Nebraska history on Jan. 9, 2004. In two seasons, Callahan has a 13-10 overall
record, including an 8-4 mark in 2005.

Callahan was named Nebraska's head coach after two seasons as the head coach
of the Oakland Raiders, and six years in the Raider organization. Callahan compiled
a 17-18 record as the Raiders' head coach, and led the Silver and Black to an AFC
Championship in his rookie season. Before returning to the college ranks, Callahan
spent nine years in the National Football League, beginning his pro coaching career

with the Philadelphia Eagles from 1995 to 1997.

Callahan brought a strong background in college football to Nebraska. Before
moving into the professional ranks, Callahan served as the offensive line coach
at Wisconsin for five seasons and also had assistant coaching stints at Illinois,
Northern Arizona and Southern Illinois. A native of Chicago, Callahan earned his
bachelor's degree from lllinois Benedictine in 1978. He was an NAIA honorable-
mention All-America selection as a quarterback in each of his final two seasons.

The Huskers in 2005

Season Recap...

The Huskers jumped out to a fast start in 2005, winning their first four games
in Lincoln, including last-minute victories over lowa State and Pittsburgh. After a
last-second loss to Texas Tech at home, Nebraska went on the road to win at Baylor
and improve to 5-1 on the season.

Nebraska then struggled through a three-game losing streak in Big 12 play,
with a 31-24 home loss to Oklahoma sandwiched between road losses at Missouri
and Kansas. However, after Nebraska dropped to 5-4 on the season, the Huskers
rallied with a strong finish to help build momentum for 2006.

The Huskers pulled out a hard-fought 27-25 victory over Kansas State in the
home finale to ensure a 36th bowl trip in 37 seasons. Nebraska then went on the
road and dominated Big 12 North champion Colorado, 30-3, giving the Huskers
wins in their final two regular-season games for the first time since 1999.

Nebraska capped its impressive late-season run with a 32-28 victory over
Michigan in the MasterCard Alamo Bowl. The Huskers rallied from an 11-point
fourth-quarter deficit to pull out the victory. The win earned Nebraska a spot in
both major final national polls, as the Huskers finished ranked 24th nationally.

Freshmen Lead Nebraska Honorees

Nebraska's 2005 post-season honorees were led by freshmen Jordan Congdon
and Barry Turner who were selected as first-team freshman All-Americans. Congdon
connected on 19-0f-23 field goals and 31-0f-32 extra-points during his freshman
season. Turner was a force in the Husker pass rush, collecting six sacks and
hurrying opposing quarterbacks six times. Both Congdon and Turner were selected
as first-team All-Americans by the Football Writers of America, Rivals.com and
ESPN.com.

Several other Huskers received All-Big 12 accolades in the 2005 season. Adam
Carriker was afirst-team Associated Press all-conference pick, and a second-team
pick by the league coaches. Punter Sam Koch (Kansas City Star) and punt returner
Terrence Nunn (Kansas City Star, Austin American-Statesman) also received first-
team honors.

Several Huskers were picked as second-team All-Big 12 performers including
Congdon, safety Daniel Bullocks, center Kurt Mann, linebacker Corey McKeon
and I-back Cory Ross. While Koch was shut out of All-America honors, he was a
semifinalist for the Ray Guy Award, set the Nebraska single-season punting record
and finished second nationally in punting average.

NCAA Record 275 Consecutive Sellouts

Nebraska boasts anincredible NCAA-record 275 consecutive sellouts at Memorial
Stadium. The sellout streak dates back to Hall of Fame Coach Bob Devaney's first
year in 1962 (vs. Missouri on Nov. 3). Notre Dame is second in all-time consecutive
sellouts with 183, 92 fewer than Nebraska. The Huskers are 242-33 during the
275 sellouts. The mark includes a 39-21 record against ranked teams. Nebraska
is 5-0 in the five milestone sellouts during that period (50th, 100th, 150th, 200th
and 250th sellouts), including a 24-7 win over No. 2 Colorado on Oct. 29, 1994
(No. 200) and a 44-13 victory over Utah State on Sept. 7, 2002 (No. 250).

The fan support at Memorial Stadium has led to a dominant home advantage
for the Huskers. Nebraska has won at least six home games in 17 of the past 19
seasons and is a remarkable 154-17 at home since 1981. Eight of the losses in the
span have come against teams that finished in the top eight of the final AP poll.

The sellout streak at Memorial Stadium will continue with larger crowds in 2006.
Construction adding 6,500 new seats to the north end of Memorial Stadium will
be completed in time for the start of the season, pushing capacity to more than
80,000. With seven home games on the schedule in 2006, Nebraska's sellout streak
is expected to reach 282 by season's end.



Looking Ahead to 2006
The 2006 Schedule

Nebraska completed its 2006 schedule in January with the addition of Louisiana
Tech, Nicholls State and Troy for home games at Memorial Stadium in September.
The three September home games are part of a non-conference schedule that also
includes a Sept. 16 date at USC.

Like all other Division I-A teams, Nebraska will play a 12-game regular-season
schedulein2006. The Huskers will play a seven-game home slate this fall, including
four of its first five games at Memorial Stadium.

The 2006 schedule is highlighted by games against USC and Texas (Oct. 21).
Nebraska is the only team in the nation scheduled to play both of the participants
in last year's national championship game. Overall, the Husker schedule includes
six games against teams who played in bowl games in 2005.

In addition to USC and Texas, the other 2005 bowl teams on Nebraska's schedule
include Kansas (Sept. 30 in Lincoln, Fort Worth Bowl), lowa State (Oct. 7 in Ames,
Houston), Missouri (Nov. 4 in Lincoln, Independence) and Colorado (Nov. 24 in
Lincoln, Champs Sports).

Texas, Texas A&M and Oklahoma State rotate back onto the Nebraska schedule
in 2006, while the Huskers will not face Oklahoma, Texas Tech and Baylor in the
2006 and 2007 regular seasons.

A Look at the 2006 Huskers

Nebraska returns 16 starters from last year's team, including eight starters on
offense, seven on defense and its starting place-kicker.

Nebraska returns starters at three positions on the offensive line, led by two-year
returning starting center Kurt Mann. Zac Taylor returns under center to guide the
Husker offense, while Nebraska returns starters at both wide receiver positions and
tight end.

Defensively, Nebraska returns two outstanding senior defensive ends who will
anchor the Blackshirts' defensive front. The Huskers' return a talented linebacking
corps that was hindered by injuries in 2005. Middle linebacker Corey McKeon will
anchor the unit after leading Nebraska in tackles last season. In the secondary,
Nebraska returns both starting cornerbacks, but must address its starting safety
positions during spring practice. Jordan Congdon is coming off a record-setting
freshman campaign and will handle the place-kicking chores again in 2006.

Junior receiver Terrence Nunn caught 43 passes and seven touchdowns in 2005, and
enters the 2006 season ranked 15th on the Huskers' career receptions list.

Nesraska Spring FootsaLL '06

2006 Huskers by Position
2005 starters in caps, number of 2005 regular-season starts in ( );
*denotes letters earned, lists include returning lettermen only.

The Offense

Nebraska returns a number of players with significant starting experience on
the offensive side of the ball. The Huskers' key goals in the spring will be sorting
out the depth chart on the offensive line and in the backfield. On the offensive
line, two-year starters Seppo Evwaraye and Brandon Koch have graduated leaving
starting positions available. At I-back three-year starter Cory Ross has exhausted
his eligibility, after being the centerpiece of Nebraska's West Coast Offense the
past two years.

The following is a position-by-position look at the Husker offense heading into
spring practice.

Offensive Line...

Lettermen Lost... Lettermen Returning...

SEPPO EVWARAYE*** (9 at RT) ~ GREG AUSTIN*** (10 at LG)

BRANDON KOCH*** (12 at RG) ~ KURT MANN** (12 at C)

C. Fuamatu-Thomas (7 at LT) Mike Huff*

Jared Helming** (2 at LG) Newton Lingenfelter®

Gary Pike** Lydon Murtha* (3 at LT)
Chris Patrick* (2 at LT)
Matt Slauson* (3 at RT)

The Offensive Line in Brief...Nebraska returns two full-time starters from its
2005 offensive line, as well as three young players who earned valuable starting
experience late in the season. During spring practice, offensive line coach Dennis
Wagner will focus on developing the skills of the entire group, while trying several
players at various positions.

The Huskers will go through spring practice without two-year starter Kurt Mann
(6-4,290) at center. Mann is out of spring practice because of off-season shoulder
surgery, but is expected to anchor the Husker offensive line again this fall.

With Mann out of action this spring, NU's other senior returning starter, Greg Austin,
will see significant repetitions at center. Austin started 10 games at right guard last
season and will again figure into the mix for a starting position in the fall.

"We will be without Kurt Mann this spring and two other linemen (Jordan Picou,
Newton Lingenfelter), so we will not have the continuity and consistency we would
like," Callahan said. "At the same time, we will have the opportunity to look at a
lot of different players in different roles and positions."

Three players received starting experience late last season and helped Nebraska's
offense finish strong with wins over Kansas State, Colorado and Michigan. At right
tackle, sophomore Matt Slauson filled in for the injured Evwaraye in the final three
games and did an outstanding job. Slauson is physically imposing at 6-5 and 340
pounds and this spring could see time at the guard position. Junior Chris Patrick
started the final two games of the season at left tackle and has the strength
and tenacity to be an outstanding player on the offensive line. The fifth Husker
with returning starting experience is sophomore Lydon Murtha, who started three
games at the left tackle spot. Murtha had an injury-plagued first two seasons in
the Nebraska program, but is now in better health and at 6-7 and 315 pounds, he
has the physical tools to be a dominant player at the position.

Callahan and Wagner are also eager to take a long look at several other talented
performers this spring. Sophomore Mike Huff earned a letter in a reserve role last
year and will push for more playing time in 2006. Fellow sophomore Andy Christensen
missed last season after shoulder surgery during fall camp. Christensen was making
a push for a starting spot before his injury and is expected to do so again this
season. Junior college transfer Victory Haines and freshman Jacob Hickman joined
the Husker program at the semester and will get their first opportunity to impress
the coaching staff this spring.
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Receivers and Tight Ends...
Lettermen Lost...
TE: none

Lettermen Returning...
MATT HERIAN***

Josh Mueller** (3)

J.B. PHILLIPS** (11)
Clayton Sievers™ (3)
Hunter Teafatiller*

Dan Erickson*

Isaiah Fluellen*** (1)
Frantz Hardy* (3)
Grant Mulkey*** (3)
TERRENCE NUNN** (12)
Todd Peterson™ (1)
NATE SWIFT* (6)

The Receivers and Tight Ends in Brief...Nebraska is poised to continue to make
gains in the passing game in 2006, in large part due to a strong group of returning
receivers and tight ends.

New tight ends coach Shawn Watson welcomes back five lettermen for the 2006
season, including players who have a combined 39 career starts. The group is led
by senior Matt Herian who missed the entire 2005 season while recovering from a
broken leg. Herian is expected back this spring and his return to health could have a
large impact on the Husker offense. Also returning at tight end is junior J.B. Phillips
who started 11 games last season and proved to be a capable receiver, along with
an outstanding blocker. Junior Josh Mueller and sophomore Clayton Sievers also
have starting experience and could play key roles this fall.

The Huskerreceiving corps also boasts outstanding depth and starting experience.
Junior Terrence Nunn and sophomore Nate Swift became Nebraska's go-to receivers
ayearago, and return totheir positions this spring. Nunn caught 43 passes and had
seven touchdowns last fall, while Swift hauled in 45 passes and seven touchdowns.
Several other receivers with significant experience return for 2006. Seniors Isaiah
Fluellen (28) and Grant Mulkey (45) have combined for 73 career receptions and
hope to finish their careers with strong performances.

Junior Frantz Hardy started strong last fall and finished the year with 25 catches,
while sophomore Todd Peterson burst onto the scene as a hig-play receiver last
year, avearging nearly 17 yards on his nine receptions. Dan Erickson also returns
at receiver, but will see some time this spring in the secondary. Sophomore Chris
Brooks battled injuries in his first year at Nebraska, but is expected to compete for
playing time this spring. Nebraska will also welcome four scholarship receivers for
the 2006 season, including Tyrell Spain who will take part in spring practice.

WR: Mark LeFlore™***
Shamus McKoy*
Matt Schroeder**

Running Backs...
Lettermen Lost...
IB: CORY ROSS**** (12)

Lettermen Returning...
Cody Glenn*

Brandon Jackson** (2)
Leon Jackson*

Marlon Lucky*

Thomas Lawson*
Grant Miller*

DANE TODD*** (3)

The Running Backs in Brief...Nebraska returns seven lettermen in the backfield,
but must fill a large void at the |-back position. Three-year starter Cory Ross has
graduated after earning team Offensive MVP honors each of the past two seasons.
Ross is the only player in school history to rank among Nebraska's top 10 rushers
and also in the top 10 in school history in receptions.

The battle tofill his starting spot at I-back figures to be one of the top storylines
of both spring practice and fall camp. Junior Brandon Jackson has spelled Ross the
past two seasons. Jackson ran for better than 300 yards as a freshman, but was
limited because of injuries last season and will miss spring practice after off-season
shoulder surgery. A pair of true freshmen made big strides in 2005, as Cody Glenn
and Marlon Lucky each contributed to the Husker running attack. Glenn grew into
the role as Nebraska's short-yardage back and finished his freshman campaign
with 131 yards and four touchdowns. Lucky was the most heralded running back
recruit for the Huskers in several seasons and had a solid rookie campaign, rushing
for 129 yards and providing a spark in the kickoff return game.

Athird sophomore will enter the I-back mix this spring. Speedster Leon Jackson
originally came to Nebraska as a running back, before moving to the secondary
last fall and to receiver before bowl practices. Callahan now plans to give Jackson
a look at I-back during spring ball.

"When you look at a guy like Cory Ross, he was a consistent back and a complete
back," Callahan said. "Consistency and completeness go hand in hand. That is

FB: none

what we are striving for this spring, improving these guys to the point of being
complete backs."

Academic All-American Dane Todd returns to his starting fullback position for
2006. The senior provides a receiving threat out of the backfield and is also a solid
blocker. Senior Grant Miller also returns at I-back, while sophomore Thomas Lawson
has the ability to compete for playing time at both |-back and fullback.

Quarterbacks...
Lettermen Lost... Lettermen Returning...
QB: none Harrison Beck®

ZAC TAYLOR* (12)

The Quarterbacks in Brief...Zac Taylor returns to the quarterback spot after
a record-breaking first season at Nebraska. Taylor threw for 2,653 yards and 19
touchdowns as a junior, while completing 55 percent of his passes. Taylor earned
the starting job last season and made dramatic improvements throughout the 2005
campaign.

"Zac will continue to improve on the details of his game, the quickness of his
decision-making and the explosiveness of his drops and throws," Callahan said.
"Those are all fundamental techniques. | also believe the people around him in the
offense need to step up to a different level and advance."

While Taylor enters the spring as a solid starter, he will be pushed by sophomore
Harrison Beck, who served as NU's No. 2 quarterback for the latter half of the 2005
season. Beck appeared in two games, leading Nebraska to a game-winning drive
against Kansas State in Lincoln. Beck made great progress during pre-bow! practice
and the coaching staff is hopeful that development will continue during spring ball.
Sophomores Joe Ganz and Beau Davis also return and will look to make their mark
during spring practice.

The Defense

Nebraska returns seven starters on defense, including five players in its front
seven. The Huskers' work this spring will focus on replacing departed fifth-year seniors
Titus Adams and Le Kevin Smith who have been fixtures in the interior defensive front
for the past four years. The linebacking corps will be a focus of the spring session
after three players were lost with season-ending injuries a year ago, but should all
be able to participate in spring practice.

In the secondary, Nebraska returns three battle-tested players, but must replace
both starters at safety, including Daniel Bullocks who manned the strong safety spot
for each of the past three seasons.

Defensive Line...

Lettermen Lost... Lettermen Returning...

DE: Wali Muhammad** Adam Blankenship*
ADAM CARRIKER*** (12)
Kevin Luhrs*
JAY MOORE** (12)
Zach Potter*
Ty Steinkuhler*
Barry Turner®
DT: TITUS ADAMS**** (11) Barry Cryer*
Chris Bryant* Ola Dagunduro*
Matt 0'Shea*
Le KEVIN SMITH**** (12)

The Defensive Line Briefly...The 2006 Nebraska defensive front will be built
around a pair of senior bookend defensive ends. Adam Carriker returns to the
base end spot after an outstanding junior campaign. Carriker racked up 9.5 sacks
last season to lead the Huskers' nation-leading sack attack. The 6-6, 280-pound
Carriker earned all-conference honors last season and will be looking for even
bigger accolades in his final season in Lincoln.

Carriker is joined on the defensive front by fellow senior Jay Moore. The Elkhorn
native also produced a dominant junior season with 14 tackles for loss, nine
quarterback hurries and three fumbles caused.

Behind Carriker and Moore, Nebraska has outstanding depth. Sophomore Barry
Turner earned first-team freshman All-America honors in 2005, excelling as a pass
rusher for the Blackshirt defense. Turner is extremely athletic and is expected to
make an even bigger impact in 2006.

Junior Kevin Luhrs and sophomore Ty Steinkuhler both saw key playing time as
backups last season and will be expected to contribute again this year. Both players
have the size and strength to play inside, and will see action in that role this spring.
Zach Potter had an injury-plagued first season, which kept him out of most action
on the defensive line. However, the Omaha native made a significant impact on



Nebraska's special teams, blocking two kicks. Sophomore Adam Blankenship also
saw reserve duty and will look to move up the depth chart at end this spring.

Two familiar faces are gone from the defensive line in tackles Le Kevin Smith
and Titus Adams. They are likely to be replaced by seniors Barry Cryer and Ola
Dagunduro. Both players saw extensive action last season in their first year in the
Nebraska program and played their best football at the close of the season. The duo
will now be asked to step into leading roles for the Blackshirts in 2006. Callahan
and Husker defensive line coach John Blake are also anxious to take a long look
at sophomore Ndamukong Suh this spring. Suh showed his ability early last fall
before being slowed by injury for most of the 2005 season.

"The teams that are winning titles in college football are the teams that have
big people inside on defense and are dominating on the inside," Callahan said.
"We have been productive from the oustide and generated a lot of sacks because
of the inside push. If we are going to maintain that type of production, it is going
to be important for us to get that inside push and pressure the pocket."

Linebackers...
Lettermen Lost...
Adam Ickes** (7)
Jeff Souder*

Lettermen Returning...
STEWART BRADLEY*** (5)
Lance Brandenburgh** (1)
Phillip Dillard* (1)

Andy Kadavy*

COREY McKEON* (12)
Dontrell Moore*

BO RUUD** (10)

The Linebackers Briefly...Husker defensive coordinator and linebackers Coach
Kevin Cosgrove was forced to juggle his lineup throughout the 2005 season because
of injuries. However, as spring practice begins Cosgrove welcomes back one of the
nation's most experienced and talented linebacking corps.

Leading the way is junior MIKE linebacker Corey McKeon, who earned the starting
job during fall camp last season and was Nebraska's biggest breakout player in
2005. McKeon led the team with 98 tackles, and recorded 22 tackles for loss, seven
sacks andthreeinterceptions. The performance earned the suburban Chicago native
second-team All-Big 12 honors.

Senior Stewart Bradley returns tothe SAM linebacker spot this spring after missing
the final seven games of 2005 with a knee injury. Before his injury Bradley was off
to a strong start, recording 26 tackles, three sacks and an interception return for
a touchdown. Bradley was Nebraska's second-leading tackler as a sophomore in
2004 and could be a playmaker for the Huskers in 2006.

The WILL linebacker spot featured one of the best position battles of spring
and fall camp in 2005. Steve Octavien earned the starting job, but played only
one quarter before suffering a broken leg. In his place, junior Bo Ruud had an
outstanding season with 80 tackles and 14 tackles for loss, before missing the
Alamo Bow! with a broken arm.

Junior Lance Brandenburgh had an outstanding Alamo Bowl filling in for Ruud
and has the versatility to play multiple positions. Sophomore Phillip Dillard is a
raw talent who gained valuable playing time as a true freshman last fall and is
expected to make a push this spring. Seniors Dontrell Moore and Andy Kadavy
have made a significant impact, primarily on special teams and will look to earn
additional playing time this spring.

Secondary...
Lettermen Lost... Lettermen Returning...
DANIEL BULLOCKS**** (12 at SS) ZACKARY BOWMAN* (5 at CB)

Tyler Fisher* Titus Brothers™

Joey Robison* Ben Eisenhart*

Mike Stuntz*** CORTNEY GRIXBY** (12 at CB)
BLAKE TIEDTKE** (12 at FS) Tierre Green** (7 at CB)

Brandon Rigoni**
Andrew Shanle***

The Secondary Briefly...A primary focus during the recruiting process was adding
depth to the secondary. The Huskers added five scholarship players in the 2006
recruiting class, but those individuals will not join the team until the fall, leaving
the spring as a time for players already in the program to make their mark.

Three players with significant starting experience at cornerback return for 2006.
Junior Cortney Grixby started all 12 games at Nebraska's strong cornerback position
and earned honorable-mention All-Big 12 honors. The Omaha native was often
tested in 2005, but recorded 10 PBUs and an interception to help Nebraska rank
among the top 15 nationally in pass efficiency defense.

Senior-to-be Zackary Bowman emerged at mid-season as the starter opposite
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Grixby. The 6-2, 190-pound Bowman was at his best during Nebraska's three-game
winning streak to end the season and finished the year with two interceptions and
11 breakups.

Junior Tierre Green started at cornerback for the first half of the season, but gave
way to Bowman during conference play. This spring Green will be moved to strong
safety where he will try to take over the starting position left by the graduation
of three-year starter Daniel Bullocks. Senior Andrew Shanle has extensive backup
experience over the past three years, but hopes to make the step into a starting
role at free safety in 2006. Shanle lost out to Blake Tiedtke for the starting spot
last year, but remained a key reserve and a special teams standout in 2005.

"Spring practice is designed to have the opportunity to go out and exhibit your
ability to play," Callahan said. "l think your confidence grows with each repetition
and each practice. Both Tierre and Andrew are very capable of playing those spots.
We have confidence in their abilities, and it is just a matter of taking the next step
in their progression. They are going to get a lot of reps and be coached, evaluated
and critiqued on every down."

Several other players return for the Huskers, including lettermen Titus Brothers,
Ben Eisenhart and Brandon Rigoni. Both Brothers and Eisenhart have the versatility
to compete at safety and cornerback, as does senior Bryan Wilson.

Kickers/Return/Specialists

Lettermen Lost... Lettermen Returning...

PK: David Dyches** JORDAN CONGDON* (12)
Jake Wesch*

Punter: ~ SAM KOCH*** (12) None

Holder: ~ SAM KOCH*** None

Snapper: Jake Peetz* LANE KELLY***

PR: None CORTNEY GRIXBY**
Terrence Nunn**

KOR: None TIERRE GREEN**
Brandon Jackson**
MARLON LUCKY*

The Specialists Briefly...One of the biggest chores of spring ball for Nebraska
will be replacing punter Sam Koch. A two-year starter Koch, set the Nebraska single-
season punting record in 2005, averaging better than 46.5 yards per punt, while
placing 29 punts inside the opponent's 20-yard line.

Callahan said fourcandidates forthe punting job will be looked at during spring ball,
including junior Tyler Kester and sophomores Dan Titchener, Todd Peterson and Jake
Wesch. The group will be joined by Omaha Burke product Alex Henery in the fall.

While the punting situation is a question mark, NU's place-kicking chores are
in the capable hands of sophomore Jordan Congdon. As a true freshman, Congdon
connected on 19-0f-23 field goals and after missing the first PAT attempt of his
career, made hisfinal 31 extra point attempts. Congdon earned freshman All-America
honors for his efforts and this spring will focus on improving his distance, while
maintaining the great accuracy he exhibited as a freshman.

The Huskers' return game was improved in 2005, and should be in good hands
this fall. Nebraska returns a one-two punt return punch in juniors Cortney Grixby
and Terrence Nunn. Grixby returned 32 punts last season, while Nunn averaged
better than 18 yards on his 16 attempts. Three players with extensive experience as
kickoff return men also return for 2006, as Tierre Green, Marlon Lucky and Brandon
Jackson have all supplied Nebraska with outstanding threats in that department
the past two years.

Senior Lane Kellyreturns for his fourth season as Nebraska's starting long snapper,
while reserve quarterback Joe Ganz is among the leading candidates to serve as
the Huskers' holder.

Callahanindicated the Husker staff will again place a prime emphasis on special
teams during spring ball.

“The importance of special teams is significant in our success," Callahan said.
"Last year, | remember talking about the importance of improving our special teams
and we did that. | believe the quickest way you can improve your team in through
special teams by improving your production and execution in that area. You can
make up so much in terms of field position with outstanding special teams, and
we are striving for that."
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